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HAND LAUNCH

Soaring event got off to a rocky start with audio/visual
difficulties, but then things soared into excitement with the
first event.

The first event on Saturday was a seven-minute window with
unlimited throws to see how long a pilot’s aircraft could remain
in the air. Only the last flight of this round was to be scored, with
a five-minute max airtime.

After the first event, the rain rolled in just as it did last year,
but it stuck around and resulted in the competition being called
for a few hours.

In order to launch these planes into the air, the pilot holds
the glider by the wingtip and then spins himself or herself and
releases the glider. Average pilots can achieve launch heights of
140 feet and higher and the best pilots achieve launches of 200
feet and more. When the pilot throws the plane, it shoots straight
into the air, and then levels out, and the slightest change in wind
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can throw the plane out of the thermal.

A little after 1 p.m., we were on our way with the second and
third events. The second task, which was to be completed in a
10-minute window with unlimited throws, involves the pilots
achieving a one, two, three, and four-minute flight in any order
with only the best four flights to be scored.

The third event, also in a 10-minute window with unlimited
throws, involves the pilot trying to achieve a maximum flight of
four minutes each time, and only the last two flights are scored.
If you think you can do better than one of your scores, go ahead
and try.

A little more than halfway through the third event, the rain hit
again. This time, however, the competition was called for the day
and the third heat of round three, along with heat four and the
rest of the events, will take place Sunday. Stay tuned for more
high-flying fun! &=

—Karen Strenk







ALES AND F5J

eavy rain moved intermittently through the International
Aeromodeling Center Saturday, forcing pilots to complete their
rounds between showers. Two rounds of ALES were finished
before bringing an end to the day. The final round takes place today
and before switching the competition over to F5J.
You can see today’s flights firsthand by tuning into Twitch, an
online live video stream, at www.twitch.tv/Isf nats. &=

—Ashley Rauen

"BIG NUTZ"

CHAMPIONSHIP

This year, a component of the RC Soaring competition is the Big Nutz
Championship trophy. This is for the contest pilot that flies 6 of the 8

Nats contest events and wins using LSF Points. The events include F3H
(XO), F3K, 2Meter, RES, NOS, Unlimited, F3J, and ALES.
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Visit the Cloud 9 Museum Store for shirts, hats,
aeromodeling souvenirs, and more!

Open 7 days a week 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Check in on Facebook
using the hashtag
#AMANats for a chance

to win a Nats jacket!

One winner will be
randomly selected at
the conclusion of this
year's Nats events.
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