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ALES Text by Ed and Kim Franz;  2016 Nats photos by Jenni Alderman

Friday starts Altitude Limited Electric 
Soaring (ALES), the last event of Soaring 
week at Nats 2017.

For the uninitiated, here is what the event is 
all about. The contest is fl own with an electric-
powered sailplane that has an electronic 
device that limits launch altitude to 200 meters 
with 30 seconds or less of motor run. This is 
aff ectionately known as “a winch in the nose.” 
The fl ight task is a 10-minute maximum fl ight 

with a 50-point maximum landing tape.
The event is fl own man on man with 10 to 

11 people in a fl ight group. Because altitude 
is limited, this puts the emphasis on a pilot’s 
soaring abilities because the planes are all 
starting at the same altitude. 

All types of aircraft are competitive in this 
event—from the foam Radian to state-of-
the-art four-meter molded sailplanes.There 
are 51 pilots entered for this year’s two-day 

contest, with Wally Adasczik as contest 
director on site 4.

The weather forecast for Friday looks a 
little wet and windy, but this is Muncie so 
that can change in a few minutes. Saturday’s 
weather looks to be great, so come out 
and watch the pilots test their soaring 
skills against each other and the Muncie 
weather to take home the 2017 Nats ALES 
championship trophy! 

ALES Text by Ed and Kim Franz;  2016 Nats photos by Jenni Alderman





RC Precision Aerobatics Photos by Jay Gerber

Thursday was a sunny 90°, allowing all pilots to 
complete the day’s assigned rounds. The only weather 
hiccup was a brief storm that skirted across the fi eld, 
causing a 15-minute delay as everyone waited for the 
thunder and lightning to move out of the area.

A great benefi t to the competition this year is the 
continued use of the Electronic Scribe Scoring System. 
Peter Vogel is the brains behind this technology. He 
wrote the software and did all of the design work to 
make this system a success. This programming allows 
for immediate scoring to take place and be made 
available.

This is a huge step up from the old way where 
sheets of scores were handed off  to be entered, put into 
categories, and tabulated, causing a delay in results. 
The Electronic Scribe Scoring System is a tremendous 
innovation in the quality of scoring. 

Facundo Coppede and Jorge Ollvella from Argentina.

Jason Shulman, Will Gross, Chad Northeast, Paul Villarrubia, and Andres Pantarotto.

Ron Barr.

A bottom view of Brian 
Herbert and Brett 
Wickizer with their new 
Pattern aircra� .



Peter Vogel, creator of the Electronic Scribe Scoring System.

Brian Herbert and Brett Wickizer’s new Pattern model, top 
view, still secure in it’s box.

Dave Lockhart and his caller, Anthony Romano.

Some of our Pattern judges making 
good use of the Electronic Scribe 
Scoring System.



Precision Scores



Free Flight Text and photos by Rick Pangell

To say that there was some speculation about Thursday’s potential 
weather conditions would be an understatement. 

At the NFFS banquet Wednesday night, it was announced that 
there might be some thunderstorm activity on Thursday. This made 
for some concern for some of the entrants.

The first thing on the schedule was Dawn Unlimited. Those who 
flew were treated to some nice weather, although it had rained the 
night before. Times weren’t the five minutes that one might expect, 
but Gerald Brown put in a flight of 308 seconds to win.

The rain: To summarize, it was what one could describe as 
squalls moving through on a periodic basis. Fliers took advantage 
of those lulls and when it did rain, the stalwarts waited it out 
under awnings or in their cars. Needless to say, there were a lot of 
entrants who elected not to fly and some left. Those who did stay 
put in some aggressive flying as if there wasn’t any weather issue.

The flightline was set up in the southeast corner near the camp 
ground because the drift was nearly northwest. In the morning, the 
day was great for Free Flight, with mild temperatures and minimal 
drift. This wouldn’t hold and the flightline was moved a couple of 
times.

About 10:30 or 11 a.m., there was a wind shift with drift heading 
east and pilots had the option to move to the northeast. The glider 
pen was also located and then relocated to accommodate the 
change in wind direction.

The tissue on the tissue-covered models didn’t waste any time 
sagging. And because of the wind shifting, there were quite a few 
models that decided to hurry up the process and land in the ponds 
on the south side of the flightline. It meant that somebody had to 
get their shins wet, but they were probably wet from walking in the 
grass anyway. I saw a lot of rubber boots on the field.

Gas fliers, being the hearty bunch that they are, wasted little time 
in putting in flights. Of the 25 entered, only nine did not fly. The 

other 14 racked up a lot of flying. Brad Bane put in nine maxes in A 
Gas to win the event—far outpacing the rest of the fliers.

“C” NOS had about 20 entrants, but only eight flew. Times 
weren’t as high as A Gas but were respectable, with Jack Marsh 
putting up a 790 total for first with six maxes!

SAM OT ABC Pylon was a bit less intense, as it should be, but 
only four of the 10 entered flew. Ted Firster put in a score of 291 to 
win the event.

F1P fliers did well. Cade Fedor put in 6-plus maxes and Hayden 
Ashworth followed for second. The lone ranger of Open F1P was 
Bobby Hanford with nearly six maxes. And, to the surprise of the 
top three in the One-Design event, there is money involved! Blake 
Simon was listed as the winner of the A/B Witch Hawk or Zingo 
event.

Electric “A” was not to be deterred, even with all of the moisture 
in the air. Drake Hooke put in a score of 960 (eight maxes!) and 
you have to give him credit in the humid weather.

Wrapping up the AMA events were F1G and Hand Launch 
Glider. The F1G fliers didn’t shy away from the mistiness. Darold 
Jones had to tolerate the moisture in the early rounds and get his 
model to fly in the rain. The wetness put some nasty ripples in his 
wing covering.

Because of the rain, the CD decided that F1G flights would have 
the rounds suspended, but pilots could fly at will as long as they 

Darold Jones winding for the �rst round in F1G … under the awning.

Cockpit details on 
Duke Horn’s P-38.

Duke Horn 
with a 
magni�cent 
P-38 
Lightning.

“Sel�e” of your NatsNews reporter, Rick Pangell.



Bob Sifleet and his F1G.

The “McBauer Berries” HLG team of Berry, Bauer, and McKeever photobombed by Jan Langelius.

“The Firm” HLG 
team of Gerspacher, 
Gerspacher, and 
Langelius.

Junior Ian Wicks with his Tip Launch Glider.

had all of their flights in by the end of the five-round 
time limit. Tom Ioerger maxed out nicely to win and 
Mike Richardson and Chuck Markos maxed four 
rounds for second and third respectively. Hailey 
Mattson was the lone Senior flier, and Cade Fedor 
and William Reuter were the Junior fliers.

Hand Launched Glider is a study in concentration. 
Ever since the introduction of the tip launch, 
performance has really jumped. The competition is 
at a very high level and what this means is fliers are 
focused on just the correct air to fly in. 

Yes, there is a lot of gamesmanship in the event. 
Anything that might give an advantage to finding 
good lift is mandatory. The best one is piggybacking 
anything that happens to be in a thermal. This could 
be eagles, hawks, small birds, or bugs, but what I 
noticed today was using gas models works too. 

Then to add to the fun and challenge, teams were 
formed. Alas, there were neither max-outs nor long 
strings of maxes as in the past, but the fun was still 
there. Ken Bauer won the event and the coveted 
Tulsa Glue Dobbers Glider Trophy. Cade Fedor won 
Junior and Kyle Gerspacher won Senior. The BBK 
team of Batiuk, Buddenbohm, and Krempet took top 
honors.

Rounding off the day was FAC. I am really 
impressed with the quality of the models and the 
effort put into them, and they fly! I watched many 
flights of two minutes or more!

Here are the results:

•	Golden Age: Wally Farrel with 364 seconds 
(three flights)
•	OT Fuselage: Don DeLoach with three maxes
•	 Embryo: George Bredehoff with 358 seconds 

(three flights)
•	World War II Mass Launch: George Bredehoff
•	Greve/Thompson Race: Wally Farrel

And to wrap up the flying, there was a heavy 
rainstorm to clean the air for the awards, which 
were followed by the NFFS Beanie Weeny Feed and 
auction.

Thermals! 

Young Hayden Ashworth isn’t deterred.

New 2017 Hall of Famer Hank Sperzel. Competitor Don DeLoach and his Tip Launch model.



Tom Ioerger’s ni�y FG winder.Young Ian Wicks letting go.

Famous Scale judge Mike Welshans is famously judging famous JetCats.

Richard Privitt and his motorbike.

Jim Hack Sr. color coordinated with his airplane.

Jim Hack Jr. with his Tip-Launched Glider.



Darold Jones launching his F1G in the rain. Ed Allebone winding his Canadian Wake� eld.

Elvin Buchele’s Keith Ryder R-2. George Bredeho�  and his � ne Zero. Martyn Richey’s Lockheed Orion RW.

Mike Richardson and his F1G model. Tom Ioerger winding his model. Winn Moore’s model a� er being retrieved from a 
pond—not too bad!

C NOS launch sequence.



Simon Blake wins One Design and “it 
pays money!”

FAC Golden Age winners.

OT Rubber Fuselage winners. FAC Embryo winners. FAC WW II Mass Launch winners. FAC Greve/Thompson Mass Launch 
winners.

Junior HLG winners. Senior HLG winners. Open HLG winners. The “BBK” team HLG winners.

Junior F1G winners Cade Fedor and 
shy William Wicks.

Senior F1G winner Hailey Mattson. Open F1G winners.

Junior F1P winners. Open F1P winner Bobby Hanford. A Gas winners. SAM OT Pylon winners.

C NOS Gas winners. NOS Rubber winners. A Electric winners. Dawn Unlimited winner Gerald Brown.

Open F1J winner Mike Fedor. Denny Dock standing in “One Design 
Pays Money!”

Ken Bauer, winner of the coveted 
“Tulsa Glue Dobber” HLG trophy.



Free Flight Scores

Catapult Glider 142

Contestant Score Placement
BAUER KEN 568 #1
BUDDENBOHM STAN 542 #2
PERKINS FRANK 400 #3
BATIUK TIM 399 #4
MCKEEVER MIKE 385 #5
HALE DEBRA 301 #6
MURPHY JACK 295
HINES LEE 278
JONES GERALYN 278
ULM GENE 253
LANGELIUS JAN 230
KREMPETZ KURT 224
KRYSTOSEK RANDALL 212
PIVITT RICHARD 207
HALE DAVID 184
BAYS KIT 167
ANNIS JEFFREY 139
PANGELL RICK 124
LOOMIS W 122
HACK JAMES 121
POWELL CHUCK 86
JONES DAROLD 60
MARKOS CHARLES 38

142J
ASHWORTH HAYDEN 0
REUTER WILLIAM 176 #1
ULM ADELAIDE 155 #2
WICKS IAN 135 #3
STALICK ROMAN 131
FEDOR CADE 127
WICKS WILLIAM 54
HINCHEE JAXON 25
JOHNSON AIDEN 0
JOHNSON CAROLINE 0
MEKINA ACE 0

142S
GERSPACHER KYLE 0
MATTSON HAILEY 274 #1
STALICK ELEANOR 82 #2

E36 Electric 165
Junior

Contestant Score Placement
ASHWORTH HAYDEN 323 #1
WICKS IAN 97 #3
WICKS WILLIAM 292 #2
REUTER WILLIAM 0

Open
Contestant Score Placement
ELDER DALE 890 #1
JENNINGS JIM 681 #2
DELOACH DON 571 #3
LAPRAIK SCOTT 554 #4
HOOKE DRAKE 551 #5
TOMASCH ANDREW 540 #6
MURPHY JERRY 352
MURPHY JACK 352
LOOMIS W 347
JONES DAVID 345
HINES LEE 342
BATZ THOMAS 298
JONES JENNIFER 285
RICHARDSON M 276
BRADLEY RALPH 268
FREELAND MARK 268
SCOTT DWIGHT 263
KUHL WILLIAM 255
DILTS RICHARD 212
MCBRIDE DUNCAN 111

Senior
MATTSON HAILEY 82

OT ABC Cabin OTCABI

Contestant Score Placement
ROMAK BUD 600 #1
OLIVER JOHN 321 #2
SIMON BLAKE 307 #3
ROHRSTAFF ALLEN 293
SPERZEL HANK 257

Cargo 107

Contestant Score Placement
BERRY DANIEL 0
REUTER BILL 0
KLUBER RUDY 0
STALICK ROBERT 1830 #1
VANDOVER ABRAM 0

SMALL NOS RUBBER SNR

Contestant Score Placement
DELOACH DON 731 #1
ROMAK BUD 711 #2
HANFORD ROBERT 705 #3
VANCIL MARK 540
HARDIN EDWARD 512
SNEED ED 490
O'REILLY DAVE 445
POWELL CHUCK 430
FERWERDA JAMES 404
OREILLY JIM 362
BUCHELE ELVIN 356
POWELL LINDA 220



Free Flight Scores

101C 1/2A Classic Gas 108

Contestant Score Placement
BOCCKINFUSO JAMES 1098 #1
BERRY DANIEL 713 #2
BROWN GERALD 467 #3
DOCK DENNY 349 #4
HACK JAMES 340
MOLLENDORF JOSEPH 302
HANFORD ROBERT 207
MARSH P JACK 100
SIMON BLAKE 54

108J
ASHWORTH HAYDEN 333 #1
FEDOR CADE 302 #2
STALICK ROMAN 252 #3
REUTER WILLIAM 0

108S
MATTSON HAILEY 0
STALICK ELEANOR 154

B Nos Gas BNGAS

Contestant Score Placement
SMITH GENE 1494 #1
HANFORD ROBERT 689 #2
SMITH ROY 685 #3
DOCK DENNY 677
DAVIDSON LARRY 478
BANE BRADLEY 447
ERRIDGE ROGER 416
KACMARSKY RICHARD 413
CHRISTENSEN GENE 347
LAPRAIK SCOTT 337
SCHNEIDER GLENN 334
SIMON BLAKE 319
HACK JAMES 185
DARLING CLARK 137
MARSH P JACK 100

F1B Wakefield 151

Contestant Score Placement
CROWLEY PAUL 1025
FEDOR CADE 624
GERSPACHER KYLE 1222
IOERGER THOMAS 435
JAHNKE ROSS 1249
JONES CHARLES 0
JOYNER LOUIS 1183
MACCLEERY RICHARD 1207
MATSUNO CHRIS 1205
RICHARDSON MICHAEL 1174
SHAILOR BILL 658
SHAILOR JOHN 665
SCHLOSBERG ARAM 1207
SIFLEET ROBERT 1047
SIMON EVAN FLY OFF
SIMON GREG FLY OFF
ULM ANTHONY 663
VACCARO GAETANO FLY OFF
YORI JOEL FLY OFF

F1J 155

Contestant Score Placement
FEDOR CADE 570 #1
ASHWORTH HAYDEN 439 #2

155O
CHESSON DON 0
DUNHAM R 0
FEDOR MIKE * FLY OFF
HOOKE DRAKE 0
LORBIECKI JOHN * FLY OFF
PAILET J 0

NAME TEAMS ‐ CATAPULT TOTAL
BBK BATIUK 399

BUDDENBOHM 542 1165
KREMEETZ 224

BUMS BAUER 568
MCKEEVER 385 1207
ULM 254

LEAP HINES 278
LEPPERS MURPHY 295 785

KRYSTOSEK 212

JUNIORS WICKS 54
REUTER 176 504
MATTSON 274

B Gas 103

Contestant Score Placement
MARSH P JACK 1500 #1
BROWN GERALD 891 #2
THOMPSON RONNIE 889 #3
BERRY DANIEL 702 #4
SURGUINE SKEETER 376
BELL H THOMAS 360
CATON CHARLES 360
DOCK DENNY 355
PARKER JIM 351
LAPRAIK SCOTT 345
BAIN REX 339
DARLING CLARK 320
GREER JASON 240
HACK JAMES 201
SPERZEL HANK 72
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Denny Dock letting go of his 
Satellite 450 in A Gas.




