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Chuck Powell and wife, Linda, 
with their One-Design Rubber 
entries. Chuck built her model for 
their wedding anniversary! Now 
isn’t that better than a diamond?



Free Flight Text and photos by Rick Pangell

The NFFS tent was set up on the 
drive Wednesday, just southeast of the 
campground. It seemed to be the best 
solution to guessing the wind direction. It 
turned out to be a good decision. The drift 
was pretty much north all day.

A second line was set up by some gas 
rebels, north of the field on the south drive, 
as well as the FAC flightline. 

The “pen” started out near the farmhouse 
and was moved to west of the campground. 
It seemed that no matter where you flew 
from, the northbound drift wasn’t going to 
harm you. Well, unless you were south of 
the big pond by the barns—then you could 
be in for getting your feet wet. As luck 
would have it, the wind was very calm, 
thermals were abundant, and chases were 
short for the bulk of the day. It was perfect 
FF weather.

B Gas had 15 fliers. Jack Marsh put on 
quite a show with 12 maxes! That is a lot 
of flying but attests to the great day it was. 
B NOS was just as crowded on the score 
sheets, showing 15 fliers, with Gene Smith 
posting 1,494 seconds to win! Great gas 
flying overall.

1/2A Classic Gas was just as contested 
with Jimmy Bocckinfuso scoring 1,098 
seconds, again quite a feat. The event also 
had three Juniors going head to head and 
one Senior.

The two FAI events for the day were 
heavily flown. F1B is seven rounds with 19 
fliers. It was a real contest. Four of the 19 
made it clean through the seven rounds and 
flyoffs were held after the awards ceremony. 
I do not have the results as I write this.

F1J resulted in a flyoff also with Mike 
Fedor and John Lorbiecki. That is also to 

happen on Thursday morning. Cade Fedor 
edged out Hayden Ashworth to win in the 
Junior category

A lone event, someplace in the annals 
of past years, Cargo, which used to be 
designated Clipper Cargo, is an event to 
basically see how much you could lift off of 
the ground and fly for 40 seconds. Although 
there were five entrants, only Bob Stalick 
flew for a score of 1,830 and became the 
Nats Champion.

E-36, the electric event for the day, is 
really popular. Electric events are gaining 
ground and, there were 35 entrants and 
21 flew. Most fliers hovered on the three 
maxes needed to get to a flyoff, but only 
six went on, with Dale Elder winning the 
event. Hailey Mattson, a Senior, gave it 
her best shot. The Juniors in the event had 
respectable scores also. Hayden Ashworth 
nearly maxed out with 323 seconds for first.

Wrapping up the AMA side of the events 
were Small Nos Rubber, ABC OT Cabin, 
NFFS One Design Rubber, and Catapult. 
The Small NOS Rubber event required a 
score of 700 to be in the top three and three 
fliers made it, with Don DeLoach winning 
with a score of 731, Bud Romack with 711, 
and Bobby Hanford at 705 for third.

OT Cabin drew five flying the event 
and Bud Romack won with a score of 600 
seconds. The NFFS One-Design this year 
was based on George Perryman’s Speckled 
Bird design and garnered six fliers. Don 
DeLoach won the event with a 307 and 
Chuck and Linda Powell followed with 282 
and 278 respectively.

What’s special about the Powells is that 
Chuck built Linda’s model and gave it to her 
for an anniversary present. Coming from a 

Free Flighter, what better anniversary gift 
could there be? For our birthdays, dodn’t we 
always want a model kit?

Hand Held Catapult Glider … “Everyone 
can do this too.” Catapult is a highly 
contested event. There were well over 30 
signed up and 23 open fliers. Two Seniors 
and three Juniors flew also.

In Open, thermals were picky and hard to 
hit but Ken Bauer bested Stan Buddenbohm 
for first place with a score of 568 seconds, a 
mere 16 seconds ahead of Stan. Being in the 
“pen” is an experience. You will always get 
plenty of thermal-picking advice but whose 
do you trust? William Reuter probably did 
not listen and scored a handy 176 to take 
first in Junior. Neither did Hailey Mattson 
who put up a 274 for first in Senior.

Team Catapult is where you form a team 
of three and fly for points. Four teams vied 
for the honor and the “BUMs” (Bauer, Ulm, 
and McKeever) took first with 1,165 total 
points!

FAC events: FAC events have probably 
the fastest growing interest of all events. 
The event winners are:

•	 FAC: Jimmie Allen; Don DeLoach
•	OT Rubber Stick: Pat Murray (six max-

outs, tie was settled with an unlimited flyoff, 
no max, 15-minute launch window)
•	 FAC Dime Scale: Wally Ferrell with a 

Beech Staggerwing
•	 Low-Wing Trainer: Wally Ferrell 

(seven fliers; perfect weather)
•	Hi-Start Glider: David Niedzielski

That wraps it up for Wednesday; more 
flying to come!

Thermals. 

Roy Smith with his B NOS Dixielander. Patty Lorbiecki, the hardest working NFFS “volunteer.”



Ronnie Thompson with his Hummingird, 
standing next to Charlie Caton who 
designed the model in 1985.

Marty Richie and his immaculate Zero for FAC 
Scale.

Lee Campbell, the perennial Nats attendee, and 
his P-Nut Monocoupe.

Walt Tomash and his Thermic “50.”

Jim Gerszewski and his Gollywock, a consistent 
flier.

 Junior CLG winner William Reuter.

Open Catapult winner Ken Bauer.

Tom Batz with his E-36. Lin Batz with his E-36.

NFFS VP Gene Ulm with his Catapult.

Evan Simon launching is F1B.Tommy Bell with a “Joe’s Bird” F1J.



FAC Jimmie Allen competitors. FAC OT Rubber Stick winners. FAC Dime Scale winners. FAC Low Wing Trainer winners.

FAC Hi-Start Glider winners. Junior Catapult Glider winners. Senior Catapult Glider winners. Open Catapult Glider winners.

Open Catapult Team Champions the 
“BUMs” (Bauer, Ulm, and McKeever).

NOS Rubber winners. One-Design Rubber winners. SAM OT/ABC Rubber winners.

NOS B-Gas winners. Senior E-36 winners. 1/2A Classic Gas winners. Senior F1B winner Kyle Gerspacher.

 Junior F1J winners. Junior E-36 winners. Senior E-36 winner Hailey Mattson. Open E-36 winners.

Cargo champion Bob Stalick. B Gas winners. Senior 1/2A Classic Gas winner Eleanor 
Stalick.



Free Flight Scores

101C 1/2A Classic Gas 108

Contestant Score Placement
BOCCKINFUSO JAMES 1098 #1
BERRY DANIEL 713 #2
BROWN GERALD 467 #3
DOCK DENNY 349 #4
HACK JAMES 340
MOLLENDORF JOSEPH 302
HANFORD ROBERT 207
MARSH P JACK 100
SIMON BLAKE 54

108J
ASHWORTH HAYDEN 333 #1
FEDOR CADE 302 #2
STALICK ROMAN 252 #3
REUTER WILLIAM 0

108S
MATTSON HAILEY 0
STALICK ELEANOR 154

B Gas 103

Contestant Score Placement
MARSH P JACK 1500 #1
BROWN GERALD 891 #2
THOMPSON RONNIE 889 #3
BERRY DANIEL 702 #4
SURGUINE SKEETER 376
BELL H THOMAS 360
CATON CHARLES 360
DOCK DENNY 355
PARKER JIM 351
LAPRAIK SCOTT 345
BAIN REX 339
DARLING CLARK 320
GREER JASON 240
HACK JAMES 201
SPERZEL HANK 72

B Nos Gas BNGAS

Contestant Score Placement
SMITH GENE 1494 #1
HANFORD ROBERT 689 #2
SMITH ROY 685 #3
DOCK DENNY 677
DAVIDSON LARRY 478
BANE BRADLEY 447
ERRIDGE ROGER 416
KACMARSKY RICHARD 413
CHRISTENSEN GENE 347
LAPRAIK SCOTT 337
SCHNEIDER GLENN 334
SIMON BLAKE 319
HACK JAMES 185
DARLING CLARK 137
MARSH P JACK 100

Catapult Glider 142

Contestant Score Placement
BAUER KEN 568 #1
BUDDENBOHM STAN 542 #2
PERKINS FRANK 400 #3
BATIUK TIM 399 #4
MCKEEVER MIKE 385 #5
HALE DEBRA 301 #6
MURPHY JACK 295
HINES LEE 278
JONES GERALYN 278
ULM GENE 253
LANGELIUS JAN 230
KREMPETZ KURT 224
KRYSTOSEK RANDALL 212
PIVITT RICHARD 207
HALE DAVID 184
BAYS KIT 167
ANNIS JEFFREY 139
PANGELL RICK 124
LOOMIS W 122
HACK JAMES 121
POWELL CHUCK 86
JONES DAROLD 60
MARKOS CHARLES 38

142J
ASHWORTH HAYDEN 0
REUTER WILLIAM 176 #1
ULM ADELAIDE 155 #2
WICKS IAN 135 #3
STALICK ROMAN 131
FEDOR CADE 127
WICKS WILLIAM 54
HINCHEE JAXON 25
JOHNSON AIDEN 0
JOHNSON CAROLINE 0
MEKINA ACE 0

142S
GERSPACHER KYLE 0
MATTSON HAILEY 274 #1
STALICK ELEANOR 82 #2

SMALL NOS RUBBER SNR

Contestant Score Placement
DELOACH DON 731 #1
ROMAK BUD 711 #2
HANFORD ROBERT 705 #3
VANCIL MARK 540
HARDIN EDWARD 512
SNEED ED 490
O'REILLY DAVE 445
POWELL CHUCK 430
FERWERDA JAMES 404
OREILLY JIM 362
BUCHELE ELVIN 356
POWELL LINDA 220



Free Flight Scores

Cargo 107

Contestant Score Placement
BERRY DANIEL 0
REUTER BILL 0
KLUBER RUDY 0
STALICK ROBERT 1830 #1
VANDOVER ABRAM 0

E36 Electric 165
Junior

Contestant Score Placement
ASHWORTH HAYDEN 323 #1
WICKS IAN 97 #3
WICKS WILLIAM 292 #2
REUTER WILLIAM 0

Open
Contestant Score Placement
ELDER DALE 890 #1
JENNINGS JIM 681 #2
DELOACH DON 571 #3
LAPRAIK SCOTT 554 #4
HOOKE DRAKE 551 #5
TOMASCH ANDREW 540 #6
MURPHY JERRY 352
MURPHY JACK 352
LOOMIS W 347
JONES DAVID 345
HINES LEE 342
BATZ THOMAS 298
JONES JENNIFER 285
RICHARDSON M 276
BRADLEY RALPH 268
FREELAND MARK 268
SCOTT DWIGHT 263
KUHL WILLIAM 255
DILTS RICHARD 212
MCBRIDE DUNCAN 111

Senior
MATTSON HAILEY 82

F1B Wakefield 151

Contestant Score Placement
CROWLEY PAUL 1025
FEDOR CADE 624
GERSPACHER KYLE 1222
IOERGER THOMAS 435
JAHNKE ROSS 1249
JONES CHARLES 0
JOYNER LOUIS 1183
MACCLEERY RICHARD 1207
MATSUNO CHRIS 1205
RICHARDSON MICHAEL 1174
SHAILOR BILL 658
SHAILOR JOHN 665
SCHLOSBERG ARAM 1207
SIFLEET ROBERT 1047
SIMON EVAN FLY OFF
SIMON GREG FLY OFF
ULM ANTHONY 663
VACCARO GAETANO FLY OFF
YORI JOEL FLY OFF

F1J 155

Contestant Score Placement
FEDOR CADE 570 #1
ASHWORTH HAYDEN 439 #2

155O
CHESSON DON 0
DUNHAM R 0
FEDOR MIKE * FLY OFF
HOOKE DRAKE 0
LORBIECKI JOHN * FLY OFF
PAILET J 0

OT ABC Cabin OTCABI

Contestant Score Placement
ROMAK BUD 600 #1
OLIVER JOHN 321 #2
SIMON BLAKE 307 #3
ROHRSTAFF ALLEN 293
SPERZEL HANK 257

NAME TEAMS ‐ CATAPULT TOTAL
BBK BATIUK 399

BUDDENBOHM 542 1165
KREMEETZ 224

BUMS BAUER 568
MCKEEVER 385 1207
ULM 254

LEAP HINES 278
LEPPERS MURPHY 295 785

KRYSTOSEK 212

JUNIORS WICKS 54
REUTER 176 504
MATTSON 274



RC Precision Aerobatics Photos and text by Jay Gerber

Wednesday was the first day of formal competition 
that took place at three different locations on the 
air base. This unique arrangement was extremely 
successful in allowing the pilots to make their flights 
within a comfortable time frame. 

Each category—Sportsman, Intermediate, Advanced, 
Masters, and F3A—completed two rounds. Nearly 80 
pilots are here to participate in the 2017 RC Precision 
Aerobatics Nats.

On Tuesday, there was much going on here to start 
the event. During the Blytheville AFB Dedication and 
Nats opening ceremony, a full-scale B-52 and C-130 
flew in to join the festivities. The crews were our 
guests at the opening ceremony and dinner. 

See more photos from the  
RC Precision Aerobatics Nats 

on AMA’s Flickr page: 
www.flickr.com/modelaircraft

Chip Hyde.

The judges on one of the flightlines use the new “Scribe” system for scoring.L-R: Site Director Monte Ricardo and scorekeeper Peter Vogel.



This aircra£ uses interesting, new technology. The contra-rotating dual propellers work 
in opposite directions, which eliminates the usual torque of a single propeller.

Mike Harrison’s wife and grandson.

One of our Precision pilots with his wife  who also serves as his caller.

A stylish husband and wife pilot and caller.





Precision Scores

Place # Contestant Name Total Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6

1* 102 Bob Soukup 2000.00 1000.00 1000.00

2* 101 Terry Brockway 1956.41 963.61 992.80

3* 104 Kenneth Dunlap 1850.62 975.25 875.36

4* 105 Russel Nichols 1827.11 930.13 896.97

5* 103 Ralph Fichtl 1827.08 927.22 899.86
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July 24, 2017
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Sportsman
Standings

Place # Contestant Name Total Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6

1* 208 Dave Schaefer 1987.44 1000.00 987.44

2* 203 Edward Luhrman 1963.04 985.46 977.58

3* 212 William Grey 1960.13 960.13 1000.00

4* 206 Peter Vogel 1949.23 977.49 971.75

5* 209 Chris Holiday 1940.45 981.71 958.74

6 210 Howard Moore 1923.80 980.30 943.50

7 202 Gary Kropat 1915.89 984.05 931.84

8 201 Jim West 1886.07 938.09 947.98

9 207 Steve Franc 1834.75 913.23 921.52

10 213 Jan Jansen 944.65 944.65 0.00

11 211 Mike Pascale 23.45 23.45 0.00

205 Thomas Stennis 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Intermediate
Standings

Place # Contestant Name Total Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6

1* 309 Jeff Worsham 2000.00 1000.00 1000.00

2* 311 Guillermo Meza 1920.10 944.44 975.66

3* 306 Nick Marson 1916.14 933.64 982.50

4* 316 Timothy Pritchett 1889.64 942.52 947.13

5* 314 Larry Kauffman 1869.90 945.22 924.69

6 302 Qifan Chen 1864.61 920.52 944.09

7 312 Luis Meza 1851.82 930.56 921.26

8 313 Mark Barnett 1792.18 908.95 883.23

9 305 Donald Manson 1758.80 888.50 870.29

10 301 Charlie Barrera 1737.72 836.61 901.10

11 308 Luis Rodriguez 1716.37 874.23 842.15

12 307 Curt Oberg 1708.09 853.01 855.08

13 310 Mike Gaishin 1671.43 896.99 774.44

14 315 Ron Shirley 1662.75 793.60 869.15

15 304 Rene Grebe 1599.90 868.44 731.46

16 303 Randy Forbus 1550.09 707.95 842.15
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Advanced
Standings

Place # Contestant Name Total Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6

1* 404 Derek Emmett 2000.00 1000.00 1000.00

2* 408 Greyson Pritchett 1944.10 967.54 976.56

3* 406 Chuck Hochhalter 1904.89 951.46 953.44

4* 403 Chuck Edwards 1874.31 926.58 947.74

5* 411 Joe Walker 1832.59 881.37 951.22

6* 423 Robert Green 1825.32 888.35 936.97

7* 401 Clifton Bradford 1821.70 905.64 916.06

8* 414 Vicente Bortone 1820.57 945.69 874.88

9* 412 Gary Courtney 1820.20 918.08 902.12

10* 415 Joe Dunnaway 1798.57 891.38 907.19

11 407 Mike Mueller 1797.15 858.92 938.23

12 409 Donald Ramsey 1796.74 868.33 928.41

13 419 Evan Krause 1795.31 915.05 880.27

14 410 Robert Satalino 1753.46 880.16 873.30

15 405 John Fuqua 1751.90 821.91 930.00

16 413 Brenner Sharp 1741.98 817.05 924.93

17 420 George Asteris 1733.89 849.82 884.07

18 416 Ron Barr 1712.13 825.85 886.28

19 402 Lynn Burks 1578.63 757.28 821.35

20 417 Everette Carpenter 1517.78 693.26 824.52
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Masters - Prelim
Standings

Place # Contestant Name Total Flight 1 Flight 2 Flight 3 Flight 4

1* 615 Jason Shulman 2000.00 1000.00 1000.00

2* 616 Chip Hyde 1962.95 970.99 991.97

3* 606 AC Glenn 1954.61 973.77 980.84

4* 619 Chad Northeast 1949.37 963.58 985.79

5* 605 David Lockhart 1928.67 957.10 971.57

6* 620 Chris Gini 1888.52 934.26 954.26

7* 610 Daniel Landis 1887.91 931.79 956.12

8* 618 Peter Collinson 1882.02 947.53 934.49

9* 621 Joseph Szczur 1879.24 943.52 935.72

10* 614 Mark Hunt 1875.55 934.26 941.29

11* 609 Paul Villarrubia 1854.24 916.67 937.58

12* 611 Maciano Gostanian 1847.75 919.44 928.31

13* 623 Don Szczur 1846.21 912.35 933.87

14* 601 Mark Atwood 1827.69 896.30 931.40

15* 608 Daniel Underkofler 1797.41 896.30 901.11

16* 613 Andres Pantarotto 1788.77 881.48 907.29

17 602 Facundo Coppede 1784.44 887.65 896.79

18 604 Earl Haury 1766.81 903.40 863.41

19 617 Will Gross 1753.85 883.02 870.83

20 622 Derek Koopowitz 1713.42 845.37 868.05

21 607 Anthony Romano 1687.49 820.37 867.12

22 612 Stephen Lelito 1277.35 624.07 653.28

603 Michael Harrison 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Thermal Soaring Unlimited Photos by Jenni Alderman







Unlimited Scores
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